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2nd Annual San Diego Microfinance Summit to be Held April 28th

at University of San Diego’s Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice

Event to focus on the international work of San Diego’s microfinance organizations, as well as opportunities to get involved in local microfinance initiatives and partnerships.


Keynote Speaker:  Yeardley Smith, award-winning actor, novelist, and avid supporter of microfinance.
SAN DIEGO—April 9, 2010: Buoyed by the success of the inaugural San Diego Microfinance Summit last year, several partnering organizations are producing a second-annual event on Wednesday, April 28, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice at University of San Diego. Highlighting international work by San Diego’s many microfinance organizations, as well as opportunities to get involved in local microfinance, the conference is open to all interested parties. Last year’s event enjoyed a sell-out crowd.

Yeardley Smith, avid supporter of microfinance, and voice of Lisa Simpson on the hit television show “The Simpsons,” will give the keynote address. Early-bird registration until April 15 is $38 for the general public and $12 for students and is currently open at www.sdmicrofinance.org. Registration after April 15 is $50 and $20.

Microfinance creates economic opportunities by providing business loans and other business development services to entrepreneurs who lack access to traditional forms of credit. 
Mary Page, entrepreneur and client of the International Rescue Committee sells jewelry and clothing from Kenya and says she is grateful for the financial support and business assistance, but what she appreciates most of all is the support she gets from the IRC staff members.  “It’s not fun being a stranger with no money and in a foreign country where you don’t know anybody. So I found IRC, and I went to them, and I told them my story and they were so helpful,” Mary says.
The goal of the summit is to promote the effectiveness of San Diego’s microfinance organizations by sharing stories like Mary Page’s and to promote collaboration across the area’s microfinance community. Partnering organizations include ACCIÓN San Diego, CDC Small Business Finance, Foundation for Women, Grameen Foundation, International Rescue Committee, La Maestra, The Center for International Development at Point Loma Nazarene University, Project Concern International, San Diego State University College of Business Administration, the Ahlers Center for International Business at University of San Diego, and VIA International. 

The summit features a series of panels with speakers from across the local and international microfinance sector. Lunch will be catered by local restaurateurs who are current microfinance clients. During the lunch buffet and reception, participants will be able to network with representatives of the microfinance organizations on hand.  In addition to food, there will be a marketplace where other microfinance clients will sell their wares and services. Among the expected vendors will be artisans, musicians and bakers.   

Elizabeth Makee, member of the planning committee of both this year’s summit and the event last year, said the feedback from the initial conference was tremendous.

“We provided an overview of the entire microfinance industry last year and attendees specifically requested that follow-up events cover more in-depth information.” Said Makee, who is the executive director of ACCION San Diego.  “The 2010 conference will delve more deeply into the international work being done here by local organizations.  In 2011 we plan to address the success of the microfinance industry within San Diego County.” 

The Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice at University of San Diego is at 5998 Alcalá Park, San Diego. For directions and parking information, visit http://peace.sandiego.edu/about/directions.html.

The San Diego Microfinance Alliance, producers of the first San Diego Microfinance Summit, is a consortium of local microfinance practitioners, donors, students and educators committed to collaborating and raising the profile of microfinance in the San Diego region.

Yeardley Smith is an Emmy award-winning actress, novelist and playwright who has appeared on television, film and Broadway. She published her first novel entitled, I Lorelei, through HarperCollins Children's Books in 2009.  Yeardley is undoubtedly best known as the voice of Lisa Simpson on Fox's hit television show, The Simpsons. She has also appeared in numerous films including As Good as it Gets, City Slickers, and The Legend of Billie Jean. She recently co-executive produced  the soon-to-be-released film, What’s Wrong with Virginia, starring Jennifer Connelly and Ed Harris.  Yeardley is an avid supporter of the charity Grameen Foundation whose focus is eliminating global poverty through small loans to women, enabling them to become self-sustaining entrepreneurs.
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